27th July 2022

The Flitch Green Academy
NEWSLETTER

Dear Families,
I can not believe that we have come to the end of another academic year. Each year, time
appears to get faster and faster. Over the last term it has been lovely to start reopening
school to allow more visitors and parents to come and experience the great things that
happen at Flitch Green Academy.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the children, staff and governors for making
me feel so welcome over the last term. Furthermore, I'd like to say thank you for your
support as parents, it is greatly appreciated! It has been a pleasure getting to know
everyone over the past few months and I know that both Flitch Green and Rodings have
learnt a lot from the collaboration between the two schools.
Flitch Green is a great school! I wish Mr Burden and the rest of the Flitch Green community
all the best for the future.
Finally, it is just left to say, have a lovely and safe summer break and we will see you all back
at Flitch Green Academy on Monday 5th September.
All the best!

Mr Raraty
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Message from Chair of Governors
Dear All of our families at the Flitch Green Academy,
This will be my last note to you all of this academic year and as Chair of the Governing Body
at the Flitch Green Academy. What a year it has been!
This term in particular, it has been wonderful to be part of many of the Academy’s events
including the Platinum Jubilee Fete, sports days, the Year 6 leaving performance and Flitch
Fest. It has been good for me to be in the Academy more, doing monitoring visits and it is
always great to see the resilience and can-do attitude of all our children; especially at an
event like sports day which saw every one of our children taking part in the different events
and races. The singing in particular during the Year 6 production was inspiring and again
great to see the inclusiveness of our Academy.
Our staff and children should all be congratulated for all their hard work this year. We have
continued to manage and at times fight the pandemic; it has been truly challenging. Many
of our staff have also stepped up into acting roles and I am grateful that we have had both
their experience and consistency. I want to take this time to thank our staff team because
without them none of the above opportunities could be given to our children, along with
the day to day learning our children are engaged in. They work tirelessly to create
outstanding experiences for them all. Thanks also go to our parents and carers that have
supported their children throughout this year and especially to our Friends of Flitch Green.
They are back up and running ‘normally’ and working hard to fundraise as much money as
possible to add to our children’s Academy environment. It really does make a difference.
As part of our School Improvement Plans this year we have developed our curriculum,
hubs, worked hard to embed the Little Wandle phonics programme and we have a beautiful
new library that the children use daily in our Discovery Centre. This names only a few of
the developments that have been a focus each term. A huge amount has been achieved
during the year and staff have been committed and dedicated- they are always willing to go
over and above the expectations.
Governors have recruited our new Principal Mr Burden who begins his journey with us
from September. He has met with our senior leadership team in the last few weeks and our
parent and staff surveys will certainly give Mr Burden a good starting point. Thank you to
all of you that completed these.
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We say goodbye to several members of staff at the end of the academic year and I wish
them all the best of luck for their future endeavours. It is important I take this opportunity
to thank Mr Raraty in leading our school for the last term. He has been an outstanding
acting Principal and I have thoroughly enjoyed working with him. It has been a pleasure to
welcome Mr Raraty into our Academy and he has been fantastic at preparing our Academy
for its next transition of leadership. He has thrown himself into Academy life and I am really
grateful for creating this partnership with him and Rodings Primary School.
At the end of my year as Chair I feel very proud of what we have achieved. Everyone played
their part in the Academy; staff, children, parents and Governors and we have all worked
together to get ‘normal’ back to the Academy so we can open the doors again to our
community and share the very special place it is.
I am happy to say that we have a full Governing body ready to begin their roles and
responsibilities from September. Thank you to the Governing body for their support and
work throughout the year as there have been many changes. I will be stepping down as
Chair as my family grows over the summer and Jon Shakalis and Emma Goodings will be
stepping up as our Co-Chairs along with Laurence Miles as our Vice chair. Our board is in
good hands and I will stay on the board to aid transition and continuity.
I wish you all the best summer holidays. I hope that all of you get some rest and relaxation
and have lots of fun going on new adventures and making some new memories. We will be
thinking of our Year 6 and leavers as they move onto their new schools in September- you
will be missed and I do hope that you can all hold on to what you have learned with us.
Katie Bailey
Chair of Governors
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School Lesson/Registration Times
Dear Families
School Lesson / Registration Times
The DfE’s White Paper has questioned the number of hours of teaching time in schools:
We will deliver a richer, longer average school week. We also want to address the discrepancy
of teaching time in schools. It is unfair that a child who receives 20 minutes per day less of
teaching time loses out on around 2 weeks of schooling a year. We will therefore introduce a
minimum expectation on the length of the school week of 32.5 hours (the current average) for
all mainstream state-funded schools. We will expect all mainstream state-funded schools to
work towards meeting this expectation as soon as possible and by September 2023 at the
latest.
Currently, as we open at 08:30 we are hitting the 32.5 hours comfortably. However, the
hours calculated only count from registration, which is at 08:55.
So from September 2022:
School gates will open for all pupils at 08:30 and close at 08:40.
Registers will be taken at 08:45 for all classes.
Registration will close at 08:50
The end time for all classes will be 15:15.
For the vast majority who arrive within the current window, this change will not be noticed.
Mr Alex Burden
Principal
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Millionaire’s Club
On Monday, we celebrated our very first word millionnaires! These children have managed
to read over 1,000,000 words this year, which is a fantastic achievement! At the end of each
term, any child who has reached 1,000,000 will be invited to a special celebration so we
hope to see lots more members at Christmas time. The words that the children have earned
this year will roll on automatically to next year's count. For our first celebration, we had a
Harry Potter themed tea party with lots of sweet treats and some fun games - it was a great
way to celebrate such hard work.
Lots of children are very close to becoming word millionnaires so keep up the excellent
work over the summer and get reading!
Mrs Farley & Mr Raraty
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Top Player - Sports Award
Congratulations Jamie for being awarded Top Player this half term. You have worked really
hard and deserve it.
Michael Minton
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